April 21, 2021

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

EXTENDING TEMPORARY EMER-
GENCY SCHEDULING OF
FENTANYL ANALOGUES ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2630) to amend the Tem-
porary Reauthorization and Study of
the Emergency Scheduling of Fentanyl
Analogues Act to extend until Sep-
tember 2021, a temporary order for
fentanyl-related substances, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2630

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Extending
Temporary Emergency Scheduling of
Fentanyl Analogues Act’’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY ORDER FOR
FENTANYL-RELATED SUBSTANCES.

Effective as if included in the enactment of
the Temporary Reauthorization and Study of
the Emergency Scheduling of Fentanyl Ana-
logues Act (Public Law 116-114), section 2 of
such Act (Public Law 116-114) is amended by
striking “May 6, 2021 and inserting ‘‘Octo-
ber 22, 2021,

SEC. 3. DETERMINATION
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Mrs. ROD-
GERS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 2630.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

OF BUDGETARY EF-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise to seek sup-
port for the Extending Temporary
Emergency Scheduling of Fentanyl
Analogues Act.

As we continue to combat the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are also facing
a tragic, growing trend of overdose
deaths across this country.

We have lost nearly 1 million Ameri-
cans since the beginning of the Na-
tion’s drug epidemic. These Americans
are sons, daughters, mothers, fathers,
neighbors, coworkers, and members of
our communities. Now, data tells us
that the COVID-19 pandemic, increased
isolation, and related economic hard-
ships over the past year may be ham-
pering efforts to turn the tide.

Last week, Madam Speaker, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
released its most recent data finding
that, from August 2019 to August 2020,
there were 88,000 overdose deaths re-
ported. That is the highest ever re-
corded in a 12-month period.

This most recent data represents a
worsening crisis driven primarily by
synthetic opioids, such as illicitly
manufactured fentanyl. This drug is 50
times more potent than heroin and 100
times more potent than morphine. Al-
though fentanyl itself is often used for
medical purposes, use of illicitly manu-
factured fentanyl has increased in re-
cent years, including co-use with co-
caine and methamphetamines. As little
as 2 milligrams can cause a lethal over-
dose.

Congress has recognized this unprece-
dented threat and acted in strong bi-
partisan fashion to combat it with re-
sources to communities around the
country. We passed major pieces of leg-
islation like the Comprehensive Addic-
tion and Recovery Act, the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act, and the SUPPORT for
Patients and Communities Act.

At the end of last year, in the final
omnibus bill, we included over $4 bil-
lion to increase mental health and sub-
stance use services and support. Recog-
nizing the worsening trends early this
year, we passed the American Rescue
Plan last month that provided an addi-
tional $4 billion in resources. This crit-
ical funding will be used to enhance
mental health and substance use dis-
order services supported by the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Serv-
ices Administration, the Health Re-
sources and Services Administration,
and the Indian Health Service.

Madam Speaker, while this critical
assistance is on the way, unfortu-
nately, due to the disturbing rates of
overdose and substance use, more work
is clearly needed. The Biden adminis-
tration is asking Congress to extend a
temporary tool we provided last Con-
gress so that agency experts can come
together to examine the facts and come
up with an effective, long-term solu-
tion. That tool is the authority to tem-
porarily classify fentanyl-related sub-
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stances as schedule I substances under
the Controlled Substances Act.

Ensuring fentanyl-related substances
remain scheduled will maintain an im-
portant deterrent to traffickers, manu-
facturers, and those distributing this
substance.

During an Energy and Commerce
Committee hearing last week, the
White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy’s Acting Director Re-
gina LaBelle testified on the impor-
tance of this extension. Acting Direc-
tor LaBelle highlighted ongoing discus-
sions with the Department of Health
and Human Services, the Department
of Justice, and the Drug Enforcement
Administration. She testified that an
extension of this temporary authority
would allow executive branch agencies
time to convene and present a long-
term solution to this ever-changing
drug environment that balances the
risk of illicit fentanyl with the need to
ensure appropriate enforcement.

The Biden administration is taking
this drug epidemic seriously and has
delivered a thoughtful, thorough set of
drug policy priorities. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in giving these agen-
cy experts time to produce a thought-
ful, thorough solution to this scourge
of overdose deaths.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I am disappointed that we are kick-
ing the can down the road on a short-
term extension of DEA’s emergency
scheduling order to Kkeep dangerous
fentanyl analogues in schedule I.

While I will vote in favor of this bill
today because allowing this lifesaving
order to expire is unacceptable, this
short-term extension from the Demo-
cratic majority fails to meet the grav-
ity of the situation facing our commu-
nities, our border, and our country.

They have had 2 years to come to the
table and work with us on a permanent
solution to combat fentanyl and
fentanyl analogues and the dangers
that they pose to Americans. If we
don’t act, these dangerous drugs being
smuggled across our southern border
would effectively become street legal.

We need a permanent solution to
save the lives of people in despair and
to protect our communities, and we
need Democrats in the House and the
Senate to wake up and take it seri-
ously. Nearly all States are seeing a
spike in synthetic opioid deaths, with
10 Western States reporting a more
than 98 percent increase. This pan-
demic has made it worse.

In my home State of Washington, the
fentanyl positivity rate has increased
236 percent, more than any other State
in the country. My community lost
two teenagers recently from a sus-
pected fentanyl-related death. They
had their whole lives in front of them.

Just a few milligrams of fentanyl,
what can fit on the ear of Abraham
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